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There are numerous objective and subjective ways of know-
ing what experiences pupils need at a given time. The many
devices by which their capacities, interests, and individual dif-
ferences may be diagnosed are well known, although use of
them may not be as general as might be desired. For exam-
ple: intelligence and achievement tests are examples of ob-
jective means; the one used before experiences to keep learn-
ing on a high level, and the other used after them to deter-
mine whether the instruction has been adequate. Experi-
ments have shown the degree of understanding of primary
children about the role of different family members, demon-
strating a new use for the interview and rating methods.1
Teacher-made tests and other evaluation devices, even
pupil-formulated ones, permit the appraisal of learning
through home life experiences at the elementary level. Self-
evaluation is an important part of the learning process
through which a pupil may increase his ability to think ob-
jectively, to reason, and to become a self-directing person.
The use of observational records, progress charts, group-
study procedures, study guides, and other group and self-
evaluation means have shown a pupil's ability to evaluate
progress in goals the group has set up, or he himself has
sought in tangible, or in the less tangible, personal achieve-
ments.
Those guiding the home and family life experiences in the
modern school share the evaluation of them with the child,
his parents, the participating teachers, the administrators, and
the guidance specialists of the school. Persons in the com-
munity with whom the child is associated in joint school-
community projects also have a place in evaluating his prog-
ress, for the child's experiences are a product of his whole
environment, reflecting community life and contributing to it.
Evaluation is the foundation of a guidance program which
1 Roy J. Wasson, "Measuring Primary Grade Children's Understanding of
Home and Family Relationships," Elementary School Journal, 41:2:108-117,
October, 1940.